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Module  5 focuses  on  legends,  myths,  and  folk  tales  as  well  as  traditional  and  contemporary 
storytelling.  In  addition  to  reading  several  stories,  students  practise  telling,  writing,  and 
representing  stories  (through  a comic  strip).  Students  also  work  on  developing  their  skills  in 
constructing  effective  sentences  by  varying  sentence  beginnings.  As  well,  students  work  at  their 
skills  in  the  correct  use  of  verbs. 

Section  1 : The  Gift  of  Stories 

In  Section  1,  students  work  at  identifying  and  describing  stories  that  can  be  classified  as  legends, 
myths,  and  folk  tales.  They  also  practise  their  own  story-writing  ability  and  work  at  ways  to  add 
variety  to  their  sentences. 

• In  the  first  activity,  students  are  asked  to  think  about  the  role  of  storytelling  with  their 
friends  and  in  their  families  and  communities.  Encourage  your  student  to  listen  to  and  tell 
stories  of  this  sort.  Looking  through  a family  photo  album  or  community  history  book  may 
assist  in  this  activity.  Assist  your  student  to  understand  that  storytelling  is  one  way  of 
remembering  family  and  personal  history.  The  journal  entry  of  the  family  story  could  be 
used  as  the  basis  for  the  second  assignment  question. 

• The  next  two  activities  introduce  quest  and  pourquoi  tales.  After  your  student  has  read  the 
tales,  help  him  or  her  to  select  a topic  for  a tale  for  the  journal  entry.  This  entry  could  then 
be  used  as  a basis  for  the  second  assignment  question  if  the  student  wishes  to  polish  this 
piece  of  writing. 

• The  last  activity  focuses  on  developing  students’  awareness  of  sentence  structure.  After 
reviewing  concepts  taught  in  earlier  modules,  students  are  directed  to  consider  variety  in 
the  length  and  beginnings  of  sentences.  The  section  then  concludes  with  a review  of  ways 
to  vary  sentences.  Assist  your  student  to  look  at  a piece  of  his  or  her  writing  (such  as  an 
essay  or  part  of  a story  with  no  conversation)  and  analyse  the  sentence  structure.  Is  the 
sentence  structure  nicely  varied,  or  is  this  a skill  that  the  student  needs  to  work  on?  Refer  to 
the  Junior  High  English  Language  Arts  Handbook  for  more  information  on  this  topic. 
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Section  2:  Modern  Tales 

In  Section  2,  students  compare  modem  story  varieties  with  those  of  the  past  and  think  about 
similarities  and  differences.  They’ll  also  work  on  their  own  story-telling  techniques — orally, 
visually,  and  in  written  form. 

• In  the  first  activity,  students  listen  to  a version  of  an  urban  legend.  The  first  assignment 
then  asks  students  to  create  their  own  version  of  “The  Vanishing  Hitchhiker.”  Help  your 
student  by  discussing  various  possibilities  for  changing  the  legend;  remember  that  only  the 
basic  ingredients  of  the  legend  need  to  be  retained. 

Students  are  then  asked  to  practise  oral  storytelling  by  retelling  an  urban  legend  and 
recording  the  retelling.  This  exercise  enables  students  to  practise  their  speaking  skills  and 
to  learn  more  about  plot,  setting,  and  characters  in  stories.  After  recording  the  retelling, 
students  are  asked  to  evaluate  their  performance.  Listen  to  the  recording  and  assist  your 
student  to  evaluate  himself  or  herself  honestly.  It  may  be  necessary  for  the  student  to  repeat 
this  exercise  for  further  practice.  When  a recording  has  been  successfully  completed,  it 
should  be  submitted  for  assessment.  Please  check  to  see  that  the  sound  quality  is 
satisfactory. 

• In  the  next  two  activities,  students  look  at  how  stories  are  told  visually  in  comic  strips,  and 
they’re  asked  to  create  a comic-book  story  of  approximately  eight  to  ten  frames.  The  point 
of  this  assignment  is  not  to  assess  students’  drawing  abilities  but  to  see  whether  they  can 
create  or  retell  a story  by  selecting  the  most  dramatic  events  to  represent  to  the  reader.  If 
possible,  have  your  student  look  at  some  comic  books  to  see  how  their  stories  are 
developed. 

Unless  your  student  is  very  enthusiastic  about  drawing,  it’s  important  that  he  or  she  select  a 
fairly  simple  story  to  use  as  a basis  for  the  comic  strip.  Help  the  student  to  plan  the  script  so 
that  the  story  can  be  told  effectively  in  a reasonable  number  of  frames.  Students  can  use 
narration  to  link  parts  of  the  story  (for  example,  they  can  use  words  or  phrases  such  as 
The  next  day  or  Meanwhile,  at  Lord  Wellington ’s  castle,  and  so  on). 

Remind  your  student  that  the  script  and  storyboard  must  be  submitted  along  with  the 
polished  copy.  Finally,  be  sure  to  review  the  assessment  criteria  before  the  student  creates 
the  polished  copy. 
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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  5A 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  9:  MODULE  5 
SECTION  1 ASSIGNMENT  AND  SECTION  2 ASSIGNMENT 

Your  mark  for  this  module  will  be  determined  by  how  well  you  do  your  assignments  in 
the  Assignment  Booklets. 

There  are  two  section  assignments  in  tills  Assignment  Booklet.  The  value  of  each 
assignment  is  stated  in  the  left  margin.  This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  65  marks  out  of 
the  total  100  marks  for  Module  5. 

Work  slowly  and  carefully.  If  you  are  having  difficulties,  review  the  appropriate  section 
before  completing  the  assignment. 

You  may  use  a computer  and  word-processing  program  for  many  of  these  questions.  If 
you  use  a computer,  be  sure  that  you  submit  a printed  copy  that  has  been  proofread  and  is 
readable.  Include  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  number  on  each  page. 


Section  1 Assignment:  The  Gift  of  Stories 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the 
appropriate  places. 

1.  In  Activity  4 of  this  section,  you  looked  at  several  things  you  can  do  as  a writer  to  add 
variety  to  your  sentence  lengths.  Identify  the  technique  used  in  each  of  the  following 
sentences  to  create  some  variety.  Choose  from  these  possibilities: 

• beginning  with  an  adverb  or  an  adverb  phrase 

• beginning  with  a phrase  of  another  sort 

• beginning  with  a dependent  clause 

• writing  an  inverted  sentence 

a.  When  I was  15, 1 started  senior  high. 

b.  Into  the  room  pranced  the  young  girl.  (Identify  two  techniques.) 


c.  After  the  dance,  the  gym  was  a mess. 

d.  Suddenly,  a hush  fell  over  the  crowd. 
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2. 


In  this  section,  you  thought  about  the  important  role  stories  have  traditionally  played 
in  helping  people  communicate  with  one  another.  For  thousands  of  years,  people  have 
used  stories  to  teach  beliefs  and  customs,  to  track  history,  and  to  explain  mysteries. 


Do  either  Part  A or  Part  B. 


Part  A:  In  Activity  1,  you  wrote  a story  in  your  journal  based  on  something  that 
happened  to  you  or  your  family  (Journal  Entry  5 A).  Reread  your  journal  entry  now. 
Either  revise  and  edit  your  journal  entry  and  submit  your  polished  copy,  or  write  a 
new  story  or  anecdote  about  an  interesting  or  funny  event  that’s  part  of  your  family  or 
personal  history  and  submit  a polished  copy  of  it. 


or 

Part  B:  In  Activity  3,  you  wrote  a pourquoi  tale  of  your  own  (Journal  Entry  5C). 
Either  revise  and  edit  your  pourquoi  tale,  and  submit  a polished  copy,  or  write  a new 
pourquoi  tale,  revise  and  edit  it,  and  submit  your  polished  copy  of  it.  Your  pourquoi 
tale  can  be  a comical  story  or  a more  serious  one,  but  it  should  reflect  an 
understanding  of  what  purpose  tales  of  this  sort  have  served  and  how  they  have 
traditionally  been  written. 

If  you  choose  to  write  a new  pourquoi  tale,  here  are  some  ideas  you  might  consider 
for  a traditional  story  of  this  sort: 

• Why  does  the  earth  shake? 

• Why  do  mountains  roar? 

• Why  does  the  Moon  change  shape? 

• Why  do  the  seasons  change? 

As  usual,  you  can  either  write  your  story  in  the  space  provided  or  use  a computer  and 
firmly  attach  a printout  to  this  Assignment  Booklet. 

Review  the  Assessment  Criteria  for  this  assignment  before  submitting  your  final 
work. 
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Here’s  a short  checklist  to  help  you  ensure  that  you’ve  remembered  to  do  everything 
you  should  for  this  assignment.  Be  sure  to  go  through  it  before  submitting  your  story. 


My  story  is  interesting. 

I’ve  described  the  people,  places,  and  events  in  my  story. 

I’ve  included  details  that  make  my  story  interesting  and  easy  to 
understand. 

I’ve  organized  my  ideas  well. 

I’ve  chosen  my  words  carefully  and  written  effective  sentences. 

I’ve  edited  my  story  for  errors  in  spelling,  punctuation,  capitalization,  and 
grammar. 

I’m  happy  with  my  story. 

Assessment  Criteria 

Thought  and  Detail  (Ideas)  (8  marks) 

• interesting  story 

• people,  places,  and  events  described 

• details  included 

Writing  Skills  (8  marks) 

• well-organized  ideas 

• spelling,  punctuation,  capitalization,  and  granunar  edited 

• careful  choice  of  words 

• effective  sentences 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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Section  2 Assignment:  Modern  Tales 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the 
appropriate  places. 

1.  In  Activity  1 of  this  section,  you  looked  at  urban  legends.  Your  assignment  now  is  to 
create  your  own  version  of  the  story  called  “The  Vanishing  Hitchhiker.”  Keep  the 
principal  ingredients  of  the  original  as  listed  in  Activity  1,  but  develop  your  own 
version  of  the  events.  Remember,  tales  of  this  sort  are  meant  to  shock  people;  so  try 
to  make  your  story  interesting  and  suspenseful. 

Here’s  a short  checklist  to  help  you  ensure  that  you’ve  remembered  to  do  everything 
you  should  for  this  assignment.  Be  sure  to  go  through  it  before  submitting  your 
urban  legend. 


My  urban  legend  is  interesting,  imaginative,  and  suspenseful. 

I’ve  retained  the  important  elements  from  the  original. 

I’ve  organized  my  ideas  well. 

I’ve  chosen  my  words  carefully  and  written  effective  sentences. 

I’ve  edited  my  work  for  errors  in  grammar,  spelling,  punctuation,  and 
capitalization. 

I’m  happy  with  my  urban  legend. 

Assessment  Criteria 
Thought  and  Detail  (5  marks) 

• interesting  legend 

• important  ingredients  of  the  original  legend  retained 

• imaginative,  suspenseful  version 

Writing  Skills  (5  marks) 


• well-organized  ideas 

• errors  in  spelling,  punctuation,  capitalization,  and  grammar  edited 

• carefully  chosen  words 

• effective  sentences 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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Another  thing  you  did  in  this  section  was  to  practise  retelling  a tale  using  an 
audiocassette  or  some  other  recording  method.  Then  you  assessed  your 
storytelling  skills. 


Listen  to  your  recording  once  again.  If  you  think  that  you  told  your  story  well,  and  if 
the  sound  quality  of  the  recording  is  technically  acceptable,  submit  it  for  assessment. 
If  you’d  like  to  improve  your  storytelling  based  on  your  own  self-assessment,  make 
another  recording  and  submit  it. 


Remember,  send  in  only  one  story  for  evaluation.  Label  your  recording  clearly  and 
fully  and  have  it  set  so  that  your  teacher  will  hear  it  as  soon  as  the  audiocassette 
begins  to  play. 

Share  the  assessment  of  your  own  storytelling  skills  by  completing  the  following 
chart,  based  on  the  one  you  did  in  Section  2:  Activity  1.  Assess  your  ability  according 
to  the  following: 


1:  Needs  Improvement  2:  Satisfactory  3:  Excellent 


Aspect 

: 

Volume  and  Clarity:  Did  1 speak  loudly  and  clearly? 

Expression:  Did  1 use  my  voice  effectively  to  show 
emotions  and  to  build  suspense? 

Pace:  Did  1 speak  at  an  appropriate  pace  and  did  1 pause 
at  appropriate  times?  Did  1 avoid  rushing? 

Language:  Did  1 choose  vivid  and  imaginative  words  and 

speak  in  effective  sentences? 



Organization:  Did  1 organize  the  story  well  and  remember 
all  the  details  my  audience  would  need  to  understand  the 

i ta,e?  . ■ _ _ _ 

1 
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Assessment  Criteria 
Content  (5  marks) 

• main  points  of  the  story  included 

• events  retold  in  a logical  order 

• tale  embellished  with  details  to  make  it  interesting 

Storytelling  (5  marks) 

• clearly  spoken 

• appropriate  pace  and  pauses 

• expressive  voice 

• vivid  and  imaginative  words 

• effective  sentences 




English  Language  Arts  9 - Module  5 


13 


Assignment  Booklet  5A 


3.  In  Activity  3 of  this  section,  you  created  a comic  strip  of  about  eight  or  ten  frames. 
Please  submit  the  following  items  for  assessment: 

• your  script 

• your  storyboard 

• your  finished,  polished  product 

Since  these  components  have  all  been  completed  already,  simply  gather  them  up, 
label  them  fully  and  clearly,  and  submit  them  along  with  this  Assignment  Booklet. 

Here’s  a short  checklist  to  help  you  ensure  that  you’ve  remembered  to  do  everything 
you  should  for  this  assignment.  Be  sure  to  go  through  it  before  submitting  your  work. 


1 have  produced  a script  and  storyboard. 

1 have  developed  interesting  characters. 

1 have  produced  an  exciting  or  funny  storyline. 

1 have  told  my  story  in  a logical  order  that  is  easy  to  understand. 

1 have  designed  my  frames  effectively. 

1 have  edited  my  writing  for  errors  in  grammar,  spelling,  and  punctuation. 

1 have  created  effective  dialogue. 

1 am  happy  with  my  comic  strip. 

Assessment  Criteria 

Script  and  Storyboard  (5  marks) 

Comic  Strip  (15  marks) 

• interesting  characters 

• exciting  or  funny  storyline 

• story  told  in  a logical  order  so  that  it  can  be  easily  understood 

• effective  frames 

Writing  Skills  (5  marks) 

• spelling,  punctuation,  and  grammar  edited 

• carefully  chosen  words 

• effective  dialogue 


ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  DECLARATIONS 


The  Student’s  Declaration  is  to  be  signed  by  a student  registered  at  the  Alberta  Distance  Learning  Centre.  If  the 
student  is  under  16,  the  Supervisor’s  Declaration  is  to  be  signed  by  the  student’s  supervisor,  who  is  usually  a 
home  instructor,  teacher,  or  home-schooling  coordinator.  Failure  to  complete  this  page  may  invalidate  the 
assignment  results. 


STUDENTS  DECLARATION 

• I have  followed  the  instructions  outlined  in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

• I have  completed  the  activities  to  prepare  myself  for  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet. 

• I completed  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  by  myself. 


Student’s  Signature 


SUPERVISOR’S  DECLARATION 

I hereby  certify  that  I have  supervised  the  learning  activities  completed  by 

Student’s  Name 

I also  certify  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  were  completed 
independently  by  this  student. 


Supervisor’s  Signature 


If  you,  the  student  or  supervisor,  have  any  comments  or  observations  regarding  this  module,  write  them  in 
the  following  space. 
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